
GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
A miscellaneous list of words and terms commonly used in the preservation 
industry with meanings as relevant to the industry:- 
Agrément Certificate Certificate issued by any Board of Agrément indicating the 
effectiveness of the material or system tested. 

Ammonium Compounds Salt contaminants usually found in chimneys, as a result of 
combustion and the burning of fossil fuel. See ‘Flue condensation’ and ‘Hygroscopic Salts’ below. 

Aqueous Type Fluid Type of fluid mixed or dissolved in water. See Siliconate, Water 
based, Micro-emulsion below. 

Atomic Absorption (AA) Equipment employed in the analysis of chemicals in laboratory 
testing. 

Back Fill The material used, mainly soil, broken bricks and rock to fill up against a wall to raise all 
the floor levels before the new concrete floor is poured. 

‘Blow-back’ Term used to describe escape of DPC fluid under pressure, back along the injector 
nozzle when seal in hole is poor. 

Boron A naturally occurring element. Forms the basis of very specialsed timber treatment products. 
When suspended in glycol it achieves and exceptional depth of penetration by diffusion even where 
increased moisture content is present as well as true dual purpose capability from a single active 
ingredient. See Glycol Borates. 

Boundary Wall Wall enclosing a plot of land 

Bricks 
Types of Brick:- 
(a) Common Baked block of moulded clay not suitable for external face. 

(a) Facing Brick with decorative appearance, partly durable to weathering, used 
for external visible situations. 

(a) Engineering Dense, low porosity brick suitable for below ground use, heavy loads. 
Some types used as an early form of physical DPC (eg. Staffordshire Blues). Requires modification to 
some standard drilling and injection techniques. 

(a) Perforated Bricks made with vertical holes, which improve mortar key and thermal properties. 
Requires some modification to standards DPC techniques. 

(a) Frogged Bricks with shallow indent into horizontal surface(s) giving a good mortar key and 
shallower visible joints. 

Bridging The covering of an existing DPC with a permeable material allowing moisture below a 
damp-proof course to reach drier masonry above, causing a rising damp problem. 

Bund Wall around storage area or tank; designed to retain any spillage or leakage in a confined area. 

Capacitance Ability of material to retain an electric charge. In this industry it is used to describe 
a type of electrical moisture meter. 

Capillary Fine bore tube, or fine aperture within a material. See rising damp. 

Capillary moisture That moisture which is in excess of the hygroscopic (air dry) moisture, ie. 
Water, which is present in the pores of the masonry and is indicative of water ingress, eg. As the 
result of active rising damp, rain penetration etc. 

Capping (or Coping) Impermeable cover placed over the top of a permeable structure to prevent 
rain penetration, for example coping to a wall. 

Carbide (meter) Type of moisture meter. Measures the pressure of gas within a sealed vessel 
resulting from the reaction of Calcium Carbide with water in the sample being tested. See Speedy test. 

Carrier The material in which the active ingredients of a formulation are suspended. Also the means 
by which the active ingredients are ‘transported’ during application. 

Cavity Drainage Membrane This is a sheet material of high -density polyethelene or 
polypropylene incorporating moulded studs in order to create an air gap between the substrate and 
the membrane. May be used on walls and floors. Special components parts are necessary for fixing 
and joining. 

Cavity Type of construction in which load-bearing walls are made of two separate leaves 
usually connected to each other by wall ties. 



Cavity Wall Insulation Additional thermal insulation, introduced into the cavity to further improve 
heat retention performance. May be fitted during or after construction. Post-construction types may 
use UF Foam, mineral wool, expanded polystyrene beads etc. UF Foam and polystyrene are sensitive 
to solvents used in some DPC systems. 

Chlorides A type of salt. See hygroscopic salts. 

Cold Bridges Localised area of poor thermal insulation such as that produced by solid concrete 
lintol. 

Condensation The formation of water droplets when water vapour is cooled below its Dew Point 
temperature. It may form on a surface or interstitially. See. Interstital. 

Conductivity Ability of a material to conduct electricity. In this industry it is used to describe a 
type of electrical moisture meter. 

Cross-linking Type of curing mechanism of resins such as foams. 

Curing Process of setting by chemical reaction. 

Damp-proof Course (DPC) A barrier of impermeable material set within a building structure to 
prevent the movement of water. 

Types of Damp-Proof Courses:- 
(a) Physical The term used to describe impermeable building materials used to form a Dampproof 
Course. 

(a) Chemical Damp-proof course formed in an otherwise permeable wall by injection of water 
repellent formulations. 

(a) Electro Osmosis Damp-proof course system created by passing a small electrical charge along 
a special corrosive resistant wire, which is installed, in a set pattern into the base of a wall. 

Damp-proof membrane (DPM) A layer of impermeable material used to prevent dampness 
rising through a solid floor or via lateral penetration. 

Dehumidifier Electrical refrigeration equipment used to reduce / extract moisture vapour in the 
air. 

Dew Point The temperature at which condensation occurs in a specific situation. 

Delequescent Salts Term used to describe hygroscopic salts, which form a solution after 
absorbing moisture from the air. 

Diffusion Process of spreading, intermingling, and mixing. Used to describe spread of aqueous 
damp-proof course fluids in masonry and glycol borates in timber. See Gravity Feed, Glycol Borates. 

Double Injection See Multiple Injection. 

Drying (of DPC Fluids) Evaporation of solvent carrier from solvent based damp-proof course 
fluids, after injection into a wall. 

Drying (of walls) Process of loss of residual moisture by evaporation from wall after DPC 
installation. 

Dry Lining Alternative to plastering as a means of providing a smooth decorative surface 
internally on a wall. See Cavity Drainage Membranes. 

Efflorescence White salt deposits which appear on wall surfaces as residual moisture dries out. In 
buildings such salts are usually sulphates, which are water soluble but not significantly hygroscopic. 

Electro-Osmosis See Damp Proof Course (DPC). 

Exudation Process of oozing out. Visible oozing appearance of solvent based DPC fluid on 
masonry face during high-pressure treatment. 

Fillet A cement-based product applied to a wall, at the point where the floor and wall 
meet (see wall floor junction), at an angle of 45° to help seal and relieve the stress in the structure. 

Fissure Crack or defect in a structure. 

Flash Point Minimum temperature at which a flame applied just above the surface of a liquid will 
ignite flammable liquid vapour in a standard test. Can be in ‘closed’ or ‘open’ conditions. 

Float To float, is the term used to create the smooth finish on a newly plastered wall. 

Floors 
Types of Floors:- 
Brick Traditional, found in cottages. Usually laid on earth without damp-proof membrane. 

Concrete May or may not have a damp-proof membrane depending on age and good 
building. 

Flagstone Traditional, laid on earth without damp-proof membrane depending on age and 



good building practice. 

Suspended Traditional timber but may also be concrete beam. Can incorporate pug in fill or 
sound deadening. 

Tiles Traditional or modern. Traditional would have no damp-proof membrane, though 
some tiles are of a low porosity. Modern versions may be laid on a concrete base, which may or may 
not incorporate some form of damp-proof membrane. 

Flout To flout, is the term used to create the smooth finish on a newly plastered wall. 

Fungal Decay (of timber) Degradation or breakdown of timber due to the action of certain fungi. 
See infection. 

Gas liquid Chromatography (GLC) Process used in chemical analysis to identify certain classes 
of material. 

Gravimetric Term used to describe method of establishing total moisture content of a sample by 
oven drying and accurate weighing in the laboratory. See also Oven Drying. 

Glycol Borates A range of products for timber treatment based on disodium octaborate 
tetrahydrate dissolved in a variety of glycols. See Boron. 

Gravity Feed Means of introducing damp-proof course fluids (usually aqueous) into walls, usually 
via upturned bottle reservoirs, the fluid dissipating by diffusion and under normal gravitational forces. 

Grouting Cement-based material applied to a new tiled surface, to seal of the openings between the 
tiles. 

High Pressure Chemical Injection Means of introducing DPC fluids into walls using positive 
pressure. Pressure normally used approx. 0.7 Mpa – 0.9 Mpa (100 – 130 psi). Usually used for organic 
solvent-based systems. 

Hydrostatic Pressure Water under pressure. In buildings it is usually moisture associated with 
lateral penetration into masonry. Often encountered in cellars and basements. 

Hygrometer Instrument used to measure the relevant humidity of an atmosphere at a given 
moment. 

Hygroscopic Water attracting. Term often used to describe the action of certain salts introduced 
into a wall as a result of rising damp. See Delequesent Salts. 

Hygroscopic Moisture Content Amount of moisture present in masonry solely due to water 
absorption from the atmosphere. 

Hygroscopic Salts Salts which have the ability to absorb moisture from the atmosphere. In 
buildings they can come from different sources eg. Salts dissolved in ground water, unwashed sand 
used in building or plastering, flue combustion products, leaking sewage waste, animal by-products 
deposited on walls of agricultural buildings now converted to domestic use. See Ammonium Salts, 
Nitrates, Chlorides, Deliquescent Salts. 

Impervious Not permeable. 

Impregnation Process of introducing a liquid or gas into the structure of a solid. Used as a 
synonym for injection (by any means). 

Infection Term used to describe attack of timber by wood destroying fungi. 

Infestation Term used to describe attack of timber by wood boring insects. 

Integral Waterproofer A solid or liquid additive which is commonly incorporated into 
sand/cement renders or concrete. In the case of render the purpose is to increase resistance to the 
movement of liquid phase water, hence salts, from the underlying structure to the new decorative 
surface. 

Intermittent Occasional, not regular. 

Interstital Condensation The formation of condensation either within the pore structure or 
between layers of a material. 

Irrigation Process of introducing fluids into a solid porous structure or material in large 
amounts until the structure is at or near saturation. A term commonly sued to describe the application 
of a masonry biocide in conjunction with dry rot treatment. 

Joist Timber member of suspended floor or ceiling. 

Lateral Penetration Horizontal passage of water in the ground in to the walls of a building. Below 
ground level. Hydrostatic pressure may or may not be involved. 

Leaching Process of removal of salt, a preservative or other deposits by dissolving in a liquid 
(usually water) which is allowed to percolate through or across the material for a period of time. 

Lintel Load-bearing member over an opening in a wall. 



Low Pressure Injection Used usually for application of aqueous based chemical DPC systems 
where the material continues to diffuse within the wall after injection has been completed. 
Pressure used usually 0.15Mpa – 0.30 Mpa (20 – 40 psi). See pressure injection. 

Micro Emulsion A water based formulation for either timber or damp treatment, usually supplied as 
a concentrate, which when mixed with water forms a micro emulsion in which the active ingredients 
are suspended in minute droplets thus enhancing penetration and distribution. 

Migration See Diffusion. 

Moisture Content The amount of moisture in a material usually expressed as a percentage by 
weight. 

Moisture Distribution Variation in moisture content in different sections of a material. See 
moisture profile. 

Moisture Patterns Variation in moisture content in different sections of a material. 

Moisture Profile A term used to describe the plotting and distribution of moisture in a wall. 

Moisture Meter Device or instrument used to determine the presence of moisture in a material 
such as timber, plaster or brickwork. Three types are commonly used: 
(a) Electrical conductance meter. 
(b) Electrical capacitance meter. 
(c) Chemical reactions meter. 
Caution needs to be exercised when interpreting the results of any moisture meter. 

Multiple Injection Term used to describe a DPC injection process when a wall is treated, usually 
from one side, by a process of drilling and injection into the same hole at increasing depths. 

Nitrates A type of salt, which is commonly found in walls which have been affected by rising damp. 
See Hygroscopic Salts. 

Organic Solvent The carrier (usually white spirit) for certain types of DPC and timber treatment 
fluids. 

Oven Drying Laboratory method of determining moisture content in a sample. 
See Gravimetric. 

Party wall Dividing wall between two adjoining properties which is common to both. 

Perimeter Wall A wall enclosing a building 
Perished Mortar Mechanically and/or chemically induced degradation of mortar due to the action of 
the elements. 

Permeable Allowing diffusion (or penetration). 

Malthoid Solid black tar-derived substance, which has a number of applications in dampproofing. 

Pitch Epoxy Mixture of pitch and epoxy resin and other components. Sometimes used as a 
structural waterproofing medium. 

Render Additive A solid or liquid additive incorporated into sand and cement render in order to 
make the mix more workable as well as reducing the water requirement. See Integral Waterproofer. 

Plaster / Render Usually made from a mixture of cement and sand, applied to a wall and at a later 
stage painted. 

Plinth Level The section of the outside wall measured from internal floor level down to external 
ground level. 

Pointing Finishing of mortar joints between brick or stone. 

Polyoxaluminium Stearate An aluminum soap soluble in hydrocarbon solvents such as white 
spirit type, which forms a water repellent compound when in contact with water. Cures in the 
presence of dampness. A major water-repellent component used in organic solvent type chemical 
dampproofing course liquids. 

Polystyrene A material use for insulation. See Cavity Wall insulation. 

Pore Minute opening (or Capillary) through which liquids or gases may pass. 

Pore Structure Dimensions of a pore. 

Pressure Injection Means of introducing a chemical DPC fluid into walls or timber preservative 
into timber. See also High and low Pressure Injection. 

Random Walls Walls composed of a random arrangement of stones and mortar. 

Relative Humidity (RH) The amount of moisture present in the air at a particular temperature 
expressed as percentage of the maximum possible at the same temperature. 

Render Commonly describes an internal or external coating of sand and cement. 



Residual Moisture Moisture remaining in a wall or timber following rectification of the moisture 
source which gradually decreases by drying out. 

Rising Damp (in buildings) The vertical flow of water up through a permeable wall structure, the 
water being derived from ground water. The water rises through the pores by a process loosely 
termed capillarity. 

Rubble Filled Walls Solid walls consisting of inner and outer layers of stone blocks or bricks with a 
random infill. 

Salt Band The area of wall at the maximum height to which rising damp has occurred where 
hygroscopic salt deposits are at their most concentrated. 

Salt Profile A vertical analysis of masonry samples to determine the distribution of salts. Often 
used in conjunction moisture profiles to ascertain the effectiveness of damp proof course. 

Saturation Maximum stable amount of one material, which may be contained in another eg. 
Active ingredient in a solution – fluid in a porous and permeable wall – water vapour in the 
atmosphere. 

Setting (Coat) Final coat of plaster onto which decorations are applied. 

Siliconate Water soluble organic salt of silicones, sodium or potassium. Curing is by reaction 
with CO2 or acid. A component in some water based chemical damp-proof course fluids. 

Silicone Organic polymer of silicone, usually in the form of a solution which is highly water 
repellent. Soluble in hydrocarbon solvents such as white spirit and also available in a concentrated 
micro emulsion formulation. Curing mechanism is by carrier evaporation. 

Skim coat A very thin layer applied to a wall or floor, consisting of a cement-based product. 

Sleeper Wall Walls beneath a suspended ground floor which provide intermediate support for 
joists. 

Slurry Semi-fluid mixture of finely ground solids and water. (See Injection Mortar). 

Soil-Retaining Wall Any wall, above or below ground behind which there is soil e.g Basements, 
garden walls etc 

Soluble That which can be dissolved in a liquid. (To form a solution). 

Solvent A hydrocarbon carrier, usually white spirit, in which active ingredients are dissolved to form 
a solution. 

Spalling Erosion or flaking of bricks or stone surface primarily due to the action of the elements or 
sulphate deposits. 

Speedy Tests Test using calcium carbide in a sealed vessel which reacts with any moisture that 
may be present in the sample being tested to produce acetylene gas which exerts a pressure that may 
be read from a calibrated meter to indicate a percentage moisture content. A type of moisture meter. 

Stucco Plaster or coating of lime and fine sand. 

Substrate Material, area or surface to which a treatment is applied. 

Surface Tension The force at the surface of a liquid. This causes moisture to rise within a capillary 
or fine pore and causes capillary rise. It is the tendency of a liquid always to form a sphere (droplet). 

Suspended Floor Usually a timber floor consisting of boards, joists and wall plates. 

Tanking A word used to describe a waterproofing system applied to one face or a structure, which 
will prevent any lateral penetration of liquid, either by capillary action, or by hydrostatic pressure. 
Commonly used in cellars and basements where it should be applied to form a complete envelope i.e. 
walls, floors and when relevant ceilings 

Tide Mark Visual appearance of effect of salt band. See Salt Band. 

Titration Method of chemical analysis. Used to determine concentration of materials. 

Transfusion Process of introducing a DPC fluid into a wall under the influence of gravity and 
diffusion only from a small fluid reservoir. 

UF Foam Urea Formaldehyde Foam. A type of Cavity Wall Insulation. Made from a type of resin, 
by mixing with a curing agent under high pressure and pumping the resultant mixture into a container 
or cavity. 

U Value Measure of thermal conductance of a material. 

Vapour Barrier A layer of material, which is impervious to the passage of water, vapour. 

Vertical DPC A vertical installed damp proof course to prevent the horizontal movement of moisture 
in masonry. Commonly used to isolate a treated wall from an adjacent untreated wall. 

Wall floor junction The point where the wall and floor meets. 



Wallplate Horizontal member of suspended timber floor resting on a sleeper wall or built into a 
wall upon which the floor is suspended. 

Wall Solution A term commonly used to describe a masonry biocide used in conjunction with dry 
rot treatment. 

Water Based A term used to describe a treatment formulation when the carrier of the active 
ingredient is water. Virtually all concentrate damp and timber treatment formulations, 
when diluted, are what is loosely described as water based. 

Water Repellent Materials which, when applied to substrates, change the contact angle of a 
surface with water to an extent whereby the water tends to form spheres or droplets on the surface 
and therefore does not penetrate. 

Wet & Dry Build Hygrometer Instrument for measuring Relative Humidity, by measuring cooling 
due to evaporation of water. 

Wooden Float A tool made from wood, used to make the newly plastered surface on a wall smooth.  


